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surprising, did the country show the slightest indication
of the drain thus made on it.
Horses were less plentiful, and the want of them
occasioned the Government a good deal of inconvenience ;
for they were required for the new cavalry, and were
with difficulty procured. Learning this, it occurred to
me that the horsemen I had obtained from the various
landholders might now he made useful. I mentioned
the matter to my brother; he approved, and interested
Colonel Eraser. The men were paraded, inspected, and
an officer, Lieutenant De Kantzow, appointed to drill
> them into order. This was the origin of that body of
cavalry whose services, as ' De Kantzow's horse/ were
frequently mentioned in the dispatches of the ensuing
campaigns, and have even, I believe, found a place in the
histories of the mutiny.
It sometimes happens on a voyage that the passengers
are prevented from landing when the port is reached; .
something such was now our situation. The danger had
passed, we might have left with perfect security; but we
were not permitted to do so. The detention was felt as
very irksome. The fort, which we had regarded as a
refuge, we now began to look on as a prison.
The desire to leave it was increased by an incident,
an account of which may, perhaps, even after this lapse
of time, amuse the reader. The communications with
Calcutta had again been interrupted; when reopened,
the contents of the first mail made many regret that
they had not continued closed. This mail brought a
dispatch from Lord Canning, directing that all officers
away from their districts should receive only a percentage
of their pay till they returned to them. Those whose
salaries were thus reduced loudly denounced the injustice
of the order. The heads of departments, whom it did